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Ducklings need to keep

there nostrils moist. Add

water dishes they can

submerge there bills in

without drowning. 

Ducklings require more

niacin for proper bone

development.  

You can feed ducklings

regular chick starter feed, but

you'll need to add Brewer's

Yeast .

Ducklings should be fed un-

medicated feed. 

Tips for

brooding

ducks.

Ducklings love treats such

as fresh herbs and leafy

greens. 

By 7-9 weeks, ducklings

should be able to move

outdoors.
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Ducklings make a mess. I

recommend keeping them in

a bathtub for easy clean up.  

Ducklings can drowned!

Never leave them

unsupervised in the tub or

sink filled with water. 
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Straw makes a nice choice

for bedding. 

 

Ducks need a predator-

proof coop and/or run for

the night

Ducks integrate well but

always supervise new flock

members. 
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Keep chicks and ducklings

separate.

Ducklings grow faster than

chicks. 

Ducklings need less heat.  
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Duck Feed

Recipe

50lb bag cracked corn

40lb bag black oil sunflower seeds

20lbs rolled oats

2.5lbs meal worms

Plus: sprinkling of Garlic Brewers

Yeast for niacin on every meal.

Cayenne pepper powder once per

week as a dewormer, oyster shells for

a calcium boost and peas or greens

for treats.

This core recipe above

comes out to 112.5 lbs of

feed totaling .59 cents

per pound. Store-bought

layer feed is much

cheaper at only .27 cents

per pound but it's heavy

in soy which I don't care

for. It's worth noting that

my ducks free range

sunup to sundown. This

is not their sole, complete

diet. This is a formula I

created as a

supplemental feed. 
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Herbs are a great, holistic way to keep

your flock healthy as many antibacterial

properties, are immunity boosters, and

repel pests. Here are a few I grow each

year in my garden with extra plants for

the flock in mind: Anise Hyssop,

Echinacea, Nasturtium, Basil, Oregano,

Thyme, Parsley, Rose, Calendula, Lemon

Balm Sage and Sunflower.
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An emergency kit is an absolute MUST on a farm or

homestead for both people and animals. Sometimes

the vet isn't available, within reach, open or

affordable. Here's what's in mine.

FOR POULTRY: Nutridrench, VetRx, Vetericyn

Ophthalmic Gel, Vetericyn Wound Spray, 21 gauge

syringes for water belly, Blue Kite spray or Wound

Coat. 

GENERAL: Cotton gauze roll, Vet Wrap, Betadine,

Alcohol, Hydrogen Peroxide, Neosporine, Gloves,

Saline Solution, Chlorhexidine solution and Mineral

oil
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Ducks are great

contributors in the garden.

They eat slugs and other

pests! Their manure is a

fertilizer.

Ducks can get bumblefoot.

Bumblefoot is essentially a

staff infection that appears

with a black scab on the

bottom of the webbing of

the foot. 

Ducks can develeop angel

wing. Angel wing happens

when birds are given to

much protein when their

young. For the first 6 weeks

feed them about 20 %

protein and after that

quickly integrate a lower

percent feed, like a 16%.

Water belly is when a duck

looks like it's overweight,

their belly is dragging on

the floor, but really it's a

pocket of fluid and the

abdominal cavity is filling.

A belly dragging on the

ground is NOT a

overweight duck, it's a bad

thing. 

Ducks bond closely with

each other and don't care

much about any pecking

order.
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Ducks do equally well in

warm and cold climates. 

They breathe a lot of

moisture, lots of ventilation is

key. Ventilation prevents bill

frostbite.

Ducks swim in winter! There

feet help control body

temperature.

Ducks generally lay their eggs

under the pre-dawn cover of

darkness, then cover them up

with straw.

Duck eggs have more fat and

cholesterol in them then

chicken eggs, but are also

more nutrient and a different

protein.

 

Duck 

Facts
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One of the tope questions I get is "What cleaners do

you use for your coop?" I sense of a little bit of a

shock when I tell people I make it. This recipe costs

pennies to the dollar and I promise you will love

using it. The cleaner is not only perfect for the coop

but can be used in the house, too!

NOTE: Do not use vinegar based cleaners on metal

surfaces. It will tarnish and react to the metal. 

Coop Cleaner
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Duck Week Resources

Axe and Root Homestead 

Bumblefoot

https://axeandroothomestead.thinkific.com/courses/fixing-bumblefoot-

in-60-seconds-demonstration

Axe and Root Homestead 

Duck Breed Comparison Chart 

https://www.axeandroothomestead.com/store/p47/DuckBreedCompari

sonChart.html

Azure Farm 

Duckling Care 101

https://www.azurefarmlife.com/farm-blog/2019/4/10/duckling-care-101

Azure Farm 

Keeping A Mixed Flock

https://www.azurefarmlife.com/farm-blog/mixed%20flock

Dolled Up and Muddy 

Coop Cleaner

https://www.dolledupandmuddy.com/post/coop-cleaner

Fresh Eggs 

Daily Basic Duckling Care

https://www.fresheggsdaily.blog/2012/02/basic-duckling-care-raising-

healthy.html?m=1

Fresh Eggs Daily 

Adding Ducks To your Backyard Chicken Flock

https://www.fresheggsdaily.blog/2020/04/adding-ducks-to-your-

backyard-chicken.html?m=1

Fresh Eggs Daily

Homemade Lemon Thyme Herbal Coop Cleaning Spray

https://www.fresheggsdaily.blog/2015/04/lemon-thyme-herbal-brooder-

cleaning.html

This resource contains affiliate links, which means I make a small commission at no extra cost to you.



Duck Week Resources

Fresh Eggs Daily 

What Color Eggs Do Ducks Lay

https://www.fresheggsdaily.blog/2019/04/what-color-eggs-do-ducks-

lay.html?m=1

Duck Eggs Daily: Raising Happy Healthy Ducks by Lisa Steele

https://amzn.to/3nHwM8s

Fresh Eggs Daily Brewer's Yeast with Garlic Powder

Chicken and Duck Feed Supplement

https://amzn.to/38ZP2Wr

Wild Way Farm

Winter Care

https://wildwayfarm.net/winter-care

This resource contains affiliate links, which means I make a small commission at no extra cost to you.


